IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re Application of: 



Matthew S. Sprankle et al. 



Examiner: Unknown 



Application No.: Unknown 



Art Group: Unknown 



Filed: Herewith 



For: TOLERANCE RING WITH DEBRIS- REDUCING 
PROFILE 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

In accordance with Applicant's duty of disclosure under 37 CFR §1.56, and in accordance 
with 37 CFR §§1.97-1.98, AppHcant submits the enclosed modified Form PTO/SB/08A. The 
above-referenced patent application was filed after June 30, 2003, therefore Applicant does not 
submit each cited U.S. patent, as allowed by the U.S.P.T.O. waiver of 37 CFR 1.98 (a)(2)(i). 

It is hereby stated that this Information Disclosure Statement is being filed prior to the 
issuance of the initial Office Action, and therefore, no petition or fee is required. However, in 
the event a petition is needed for consideration of this Information Disclosiu-e Statement, 
AppUcant hereby so petitions. Please charge any fee due to Deposit Account No. 09-0946. 



RespectfiiUy submitted, 



IRELL & MANELLA LLP 



Dated: April 2. 2004 




840 Newport Center Drive 
Suite 400 



Newport Beach, CA 92660 
Telephone: (949)760-0991 



Docket No. 157972-0009 (P007) 
Application No. Unknown 
1108705 1 



-1- 



BJY/cms 



Form PTO/SB/08A (Modified) 



STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(use as many sheets as necessary) 


Complete if known 


Application Number 


Unknown 


Filing Date 


March 29, 2004 


First Named Inventor 


Matthew S. Sprankle 


Group Art Unit 


Unknown 


Examiner Name 


Unknown 


Sheet 1 of 1 


Attorney Docket Number 


157972-0009 (P007) 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials 


Cite 
No. 


U.S. Patent Document 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Date of Publication 
of Cited Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Pages, Columns, 
Lines. Where Relevant 
Passages or Relevant 

Figures Appear 


Number 


Kind 
Code 




1 


4,790,683 




Cramer, Jr. et al. 


12-13-1988 






2 


4,828,423 




Cramer, Jr. et al. 


05-09-1989 






3 


4.981.390 




Cramer, Jr. et al. 


01-01-1991 






4 


5,125,755 




Adier et al. 


06-30-1992 






5 


6,288.878 




Misso et al. 


09-11-2001 






6 


6,288,879 




Misso et al. 


09-11-2001 






7 


6,333,839 




Misso et al. 


12-25-2001 






8 


6.411,472 




Allsup 


06-25-2002 






9 


6,480.363 




Prater 


11-12-2002 






10 


6.525,910 




Macpherson et al. 


02-25-2003 






11 


6.527,449 




Koyama et al. 


03-04-2003 





FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials 


Cite 
No. 


Foreign Patent Document 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Date of 
Publication of 
Cited Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Pages, Columns, 
Lines, Where 

Relevant 
Passages or 
Relevant Figures 
Appear 


Office 


Number 


Kind 
Code 



































































OTHER PRIOR ART - NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 

Examiner Cite Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the 

Initials No. item (book, magazine, joumal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.). date, page(s), volume-issue number(s), 

publisher, city and/or country where published. 



Examiner: Date Considered: 



Examiner: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. 
Draw line through citation if not in confomnance and not considered. Include copy of this fonm with next 
communication to applicant. 
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